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Abstract : This study examines the public view on child street hawking in Aba Urban, Abia State, Nigeria, its causes and effect
on the child participant and society at large. The study tends to investigate the influence of socioeconomic status on child
street hawking. The current situation reflects a chronic urban poverty, which disposed of parents/guardians to send their
children and wards of school age to income yielding activities. A social survey research design was employed to select the
respondents. A total of 1,108 questionnaires were administered to the respondents of 18 years and above and 1,038 were
retrieved. Also, 24 in-depth interviews were conducted in the study area. The findings revealed that child street hawking is on
the increase and a serious threat to social cohesion and national security. The study also revealed that poverty is a major cause
of child street hawking. The study recommends that government should create job opportunities for urban dwellers, as well as
provide social amenities and also put up poverty alleviation/eradication programmes for the people.
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