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Abstract : Worldwide it is observed that sport plays an important role in our communities and is capable of bringing about the
need for peaceful coexistence within and among nations which include tolerating one another, building team spirit, showing
loyalty and fair play. In addition, sport builds character and the development of skills, which are necessary in fulfilling a
desirable and happy life among nations. Sport builds discipline, endurance, courage and self-motivation among nations. Sports
for Peace was set up to answer the question of whether sport can foster common ideals. In sports as a powerful tool in building
peace, athletes all over the world come together to promote the core values of sport, such as fair play, tolerance, the Olympic
ideal of freedom and intercultural understanding. Sport as a powerful tool is used to address varieties of social issues that is
widely accepted in countries mostly affected by poverty, violence and conflict. In building peace through sports among nations,
a wide range of individuals and nonprofit organizations which includes the United Nations (UN) and international development
agencies have accepted sport as an important social catalyst. This paper therefore seeks to define sports, sports and its
fundamental rights, sports as a powerful tool, and ways in which sport may bring about peace building among countries and
finally the status of Sport Development and Peace initiatives in Nigeria. It concluded that the international community has
acknowledged the importance of sport in peace building efforts among nations. It further recommended that countries should
engage in the design and delivery of sports, adhering to generally accepted principles of openness and sustainability through
sports collaboration, sports partnerships and coordinated effort.
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