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Abstract : This article provides an alternative examination of the causes and the ramifications of the Ivorian political conflict
from 2002 to 2009. The researcher employed a constructivist epistemology and qualitative study based upon fieldwork in
different African cities interviewing Ivorians outside and within Ivory Coast. A purposive sampling of fourteen participants was
selected. A purposive sampling was used to select fourteen respondents. The respondents were selected based on their
involvement in Ivorian conflict. Their experiences on the causes and effects of the conflict were tapped for analysis. Qualitative
methodology was used for the study. The data collection instruments were semi-structured interview questions, open-ended
semi-structured questionnaire, and documentary analysis. The perceptions of these participants on the causes, effects and the
possible solution to the endemic conflict in their homeland hold key perspectives that have hitherto been ignored in the whole
debate about the Ivorian political conflict and its legacies. Finally, from the synthesized findings of the investigation, the
researcher concluded that the analysed data revealed that the causes of the conflict were competition for scarce resources, bad
governance, media incitement, xenophobia, incessant political power struggle and the proliferation of small firearms entering
the country. The effects experienced during the conflict were the human rights violation, destruction of property including UN
premises and displaced people both internally and externally. Some recommendations made include: Efforts should be made by
the government to strengthen good relationship among different ethnic groups and help them adapt to new challenges that
confront democratic developments in the country. The government should organise the South African style of Truth and
Reconciliation Commission to revisit the horrors of the past in order to heal wounds and prevent future occurrence of the
conflict. Employment opportunities and other income generating ventures for Ivorian should be created by the government by
attracting local and foreign investors. The numerous rebels should be given special skills training in other for them to be able
to live among the communities in Ivory Coast. Government of national unity should be encouraged in situation like this.
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