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Abstract : Nigeria returned to a democratically elected government on May 29, 1999. This signaled the beginning of the
journey into the Fourth Republic. The return has received popular endorsement by the electorates as the level of enthusiasm
was high due to the yearnings and expectations by the electorate that democracy will bring about the much-desired change
required by the general mass. As democracy would allow for popular participation through periodic elections and so on. The
paper examines democracy, leadership, and challenges of good governance in Nigerias Fourth Republic. It utilizes secondary
source of data and content analysis as a methodology. It argues that Nigerias practice of democracy over the years is marred
by flagrant abuse of the principles of good governance by the ruling elite. This has posed threats to the survival of democracy
due to non-adherence to one of the cardinal principles of democracy which is good governance. The paper recommends among
others that the anti-corruption law is amended in such a way that death penalties be issued to those found wanting by the law.
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