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Abstract : This work analyzes the role of lecturers in e-learning in Russia. It is based on qualitative research of lecturers who
conduct courses on Russian national platforms of open education. The platform is based on edx software (provider of massive
open online courses). The interviews with e-learning lecturers were conducted: from December 2015 till January 2016 and from
April 2016 till May 2016. The results of interviews (face-to-face, telephone, skype) show, firstly, the difference between the role
of lecturers in e-learning and in traditional education and, secondly, that the competition between lecturers is high in Russia.
The results of interviews in Russia show that e-learning lecturer should have several special professional competences: the
ability to keep attention of audiences without real contact, the ability to work on camera and competences related with e-
learning course support (test, forum, communication on forum and etc.) It is concluded that lecturers need special course on
acting and speech skills and on conducting and organizing of e-learning course in Russia. It is planned to conduct French
study. When results from French research will be totally ready, they will be compared to Russian. As well French platform,
France Universite Numerique, was launched earlier, in January 2014, so Russian lecturers should get best practice from the
French colleagues.
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