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Abstract : Globalization has expanded the mobility privileges of the Global North population while simultaneously, those in the
Global South, namely poor, and racialized minorities are increasingly criminalized for crossing international borders. As part of
this global trend, Canada also engages in tight border control practices, which often result in marginalization and
criminalization of asylum seekers, including children. Using Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis as a theoretical
framework and methodology, this research explores the effects of tight border control practices on children asylum-seekers;
with a specific focus on detention experiences in Canadian prisons and immigration Holding Centers. The preliminary results of
interviews with 8 participants confirm the violations of child rights that stem from the detention practice. Children also report
that they find immigration detention to be a stressful and a confusing experience, often resulting in feeling of shame and guilt
after their release into the community.
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