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Abstract : After liberalization of the economy, technical education has seen rapid growth in India. A large number of
institutions are offering various engineering and management programmes. Every year, a number of students complete B.
Tech/M. Tech and MBA programmes of different institutes, universities in India and search for jobs in the industry. A large
number of companies visit educational institutes for campus placements. These companies are interested in hiring competent
managers. Most students show preference for jobs from reputed companies and jobs having high compensation. In this context,
this study was conducted to understand career preference of postgraduate students and junior executives. Personality
characteristics influence work life as well as personal life. In the last two decades, five factor model of personality has been
found to be a valid predictor of job performance and job satisfaction. This approach has received support from studies
conducted in different countries. It includes neuroticism, extraversion, and openness to experience, agreeableness, and
conscientiousness. Similarly three social needs, namely, achievement, affiliation and power influence motivation and
performance in certain job functions. Both approaches have been considered in the study. The objective of the study was first,
to analyse the relationship between personality characteristics and career preference of students and executives. Secondly, the
study analysed the relationship between personality characteristics and skills of students. Three managerial skills namely,
conceptual, human and technical have been considered in the study. The sample size of the study was 266 including
postgraduate students and junior executives. Respondents have completed BE/B. Tech/MBA programme. Three dimensions of
career preference namely, identity, variety and security and three managerial skills were considered as dependent variables.
The results indicated that neuroticism was not related to any dimension of career preference. Extraversion was not related to
identity, variety and security. It was positively related to three skills. Openness to experience was positively related to skills.
Conscientiousness was positively related to variety. It was positively related to three skills. Similarly, the relationship between
social needs and career preference was examined using correlation. The results indicated that need for achievement was
positively related to variety, identity and security. Need for achievement was positively related to managerial skills Need for
affiliation was positively related to three dimensions of career preference as well as managerial skills Need for power was
positively related to three dimensions of career preference and managerial skills Social needs appear to be stronger predictor
of career preference and managerial skills than big five traits. Findings have implications for selection process in industry.
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