
History and Development of the Printing Industry in Nigeria: The Case of
Zaria

Authors : Eunice S. A. Jeje
Abstract : The world over no society is homogeneous therefore, there is the presence of migrants from different places who
resides in different places due to certain factors that either attracts them to these places or forced them out of their initial
environment. The bottom line is that they moved out of their initial environment to other places for survival, therefore, engage
in social cum economic activities to sustain a living which at the same time has enhanced the development and growth of such
communities. In the case of Zaria, the Yoruba people are one of the major migrant groups who had moved into Zaria over time.
Out of the numerous roles they played in the development of Zaria, the establishment and sustenance of the printing industry
are one.  Selected Yoruba migrants from the South-west  of  the country who were skilled in the profession due to stiff
competition in their region and the desire to eke out a living had to move into Northern Nigeria to establish printing outlets
which have consequently developed to what it is today. The printing industry is one of the avenues to which information and
knowledge are disseminated. This is achieved through the publishing of texts, books, Newspapers, Magazines, pamphlets, etc.
to convey information to the wider public, in this bid, it  leads to the spread of knowledge, ideas, and information. The
introduction of printing industry to Nigeria was in the 19th century during the incursion of the missionaries to the West Coast
of Africa, but it was not until the colonial period (20th Century) that its presence could be felt in the interior of Nigeria
especially in Northern Nigeria and to be specific in Zaria. In essence, the influence of the Yoruba people in the growth and
expansion of printing industry in Zaria cannot be over emphasized. It is the thrust of this research to bring to the fore through
the use of primary and secondary sources the role and contributions of the Yoruba people in the development of the print
industry in Zaria and also showcase the importance of migrants in the development of societies.
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