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Abstract : The historic area of cities has experienced different phases of transformation. The beginning of the twentieth
century, modernism, and modern development changed the integrated pattern of change and the historic urban quarter were
regarded as subject comprehensive redevelopment. In this respect, historic area of Iranian cities have not been safe from these
changes and affected by widespread evolutions; in particular after Islamic Revolution eras (1978) cities have traveled through
an evolution in conservation and development policies and practices. Moreover, moving toward a specific approach and
specific attention paid to the regeneration of the historical urban centers in Iran has started since the 1990s. This reveals the
great importance attached to the historical centers of cities. This paper is an approach to examine an experience on urban
regeneration in Iran through a case study. The study relies on multiple source of evidence. The use of multiple sources of
evidence can help substantially improve the validity and reliability of the research. The empirical core of this research,
therefore, rests in the process of urban revitalization of the old square in Isfahan. Isfahan is one of the oldest city of Persia. The
historic area of city encompasses a large number of valuable buildings and monuments. One of the cultural and historical
region of Isfahan is Atiq Square (Old Square). It has been the backbone node of the city that in course of time has being
ignored more and more and transformed negatively. The complex had suffered from insufficiencies especially with respect to
social and spatial aspects. Therefore, reorganization of that complex as the main and most important urban center of Isfahan
became an inevitable issue; So this paper except from reminding the value of such historic-cultural heritage and review of its
transformation, focused on an experience of urban revitalization project in this heritage site. The outcome of this research
shows that situated in different socio-economic political and historical contexts and in face of different urban regeneration
issues, Iran have displayed significant differences in the way of urban regeneration.
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