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Abstract : The urban freight in a city constitutes 10 to 18 per cent of all city road traffic, and 40 per cent of air pollution and
noise emissions, are directly related to commercial transport. The policy measures implemented by urban planners have sought
to restrict rather than assist goods-vehicle operations. This approach has temporarily controlled the urban transport demand
during peak hours of traffic but has not effectively solved transport congestion. The solution discussed in the paper envisages
the development of a comprehensive network of Urban Freight Stations (UFS) connected through underground conveyor belts
in the city in line with baggage segregation and distribution in any of the major airports. The transportation of freight shall be
done in standard size containers/cars through rail borne carts. The freight can be despatched or received from any of the UFS.
Once freight is booked for a destination from any of the UFS, it would be stuffed in the container and digitally tagged for the
destination. The container would reach the destination UFS through a network of rail borne carts. The container would be de-
stuffed at the destination UFS and sent for further delivery, or the consignee may be asked to collect the consignment from
urban freight station. The obvious benefits would be decongestion of roads, reduction in air and noise pollution, saving in
manpower used for freight transportation.
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