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Abstract : The objective of the study is to examine the acquisition of Bahasa Melayu hand coded and Malaysian Sign Language
of hearing impaired children and the factors that influencing the acquisition of Malay language at early intervention. A
qualitative research design was chosen to answer two research questions. Two sets of instruments have been used to obtain
information of proficiency and factors that influence it. Five children with hearing problems, four teachers and three parents
were selected as the respondents through purposive sampling technique. The findings show that pupils with hearing problems
who mastered Bahasa Melayu hand coded have better acquisition of Bahasa Melayu as compared to those who acquired
Malaysian Sign Language. The study also found that the parents, pupils, teachers and environmental factors have an impact on
the acquisition of Bahasa Melayu hand coded. The implications of this study show that early intervention of Bahasa Melayu
hand coded and the parents, pupils, teachers and environmental factors do help in the language proficiency of children with
hearing problems. A more comprehensive study should be undertaken at a higher level to see the impact on an early
intervention program for Malay language acquisition of hearing impaired children.
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