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Abstract : Majority of rural Eastern Cape villages of South Africa households do not have access to safe water supply. Due to
changes in climatic conditions for example higher temperatures, these sources become not reliable in supplying adequate and
safe water to the population. These rural populations due to the drying up of water resources have to find other alternative
ways to get water. Climate change has an impact on the reliability of water resources and this has an impact on rural
communities. This study seeks to establish what alternative ways do people use when affected by unfavorable conditions like
less rainfall and increased temperatures. The study also seeks to investigate any local and provincial intervention in the
provision of water to the village. Interventions can be in the form of programmes or initiatives that involve water supply
strategies.  The  community  should  participate  fully  in  making sure  that  their  place  is  serviced.  The  study  will  identify
households with improved sources (JOJO tanks) and those with unimproved sources (rivers) and investigate what alternatives
they resort to when their sources dry up. The study also investigates community views on whether they have any challenges of
water supply (reliability and adequacy) as required by section 27(1) (b) of the constitution which states that everyone should
have access to safe and clean water.
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