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Abstract : Cryptosporidiosis is one of the most common parasitic infection in domesticated, caged, wild birds. Cryptosporidium
sp. has been reported in over 30 avian species worldwide. Cryptosporidium meleagridis, Cryptosporidium baileyi and
Cryptosporidium galli are recognised avian species of Cryptosporidium. This study was carried out to determine the prevalance
of Cryptosporidium sp. in wild birds in Konya province, Turkey. Faecal samples were collected from 65 wild birds including 52
Podicipedidae (Podiceps cristatus), 11 Rallidae (Fulicia Atra), 2 Anitadia (Aytha ferina). Faecal samples were stained with
Modified Ziehl-Neelsen staining technigue, they were examined under light microscope for the presence of Cryptosporidium
sp. oocyts. Among the 65 faecal samples, 11 (16.9%) were found to be infected with Cryptosporidium sp. oocysts. The results of
this study indicate that wild birds may play an important role in the epidemiology of Cryptosporidium. In conclusion,
Cryptosporidiosis has suggested zoonotic potential and thus warrant further attention. In addition, biological and genetic
studies are required to provide more information on Cryptosporidiosis.
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