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Abstract : Rainbow trout (<em>Oncorhynchus mykiss</em>) and Brown trout (<em>Salmo trutta fario</em>) are the two
species of trout which were once introduced by British in waters of Kashmir has well adapted to favorable climatic conditions.
Cold water fisheries are one of the emerging sectors in Kashmir valley and trout holds an important place Jammu and Kashmir
fisheries. Realizing the immense potential of trout culture in Kashmir region, the state fisheries department started privatizing
trout culture under the centrally funded scheme of RKVY in which they provide 80 percent subsidy for raceway construction
and supply of feed and seed for the first year since 2009-10 and at present there are 362 private trout farms. To cater the
growing demand for trout in the valley, it is important to understand the bottlenecks faced in the propagation of trout culture.
Value chain analysis provides a generic framework to understand the various activities and processes, mapping and studying
linkages is first step that needs to be done in any value chain analysis. In Kashmir, it is found that trout hatcheries play a
crucial role in insuring the continuous supply of trout seed in valley. Feed is most limiting factor in trout culture and the farmer
has to incur high cost in payment and in the transportation of feed from the feed mill to farm. Lack of aqua clinic in the
Kashmir valley needs to be addressed. Brood stock maintenance, breeding and seed production, technical assistance to private
farmer, extension services have to be strengthened and there is need to development healthier environment for new
entrepreneurs. It was found that trout farmers do not avail credit facility as there is no well define credit scheme for fisheries
in the state. The study showed weak institutional linkages. Research and development should focus more on applied science
rather than basic science.
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