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Abstract : Historically urban centers serve as the fulcrum upon which significant complex social and economic development
rest. Despite their fixed geographical locations, though in different degree, cities generate self-sustenance and multiplier
effects in all aspects of life. They also house inestimable human capital, which serves as a power house for future generation
transformation requirements. Unfortunately, the untamed global urbanization process has resulted in an unimaginable damage
to the urban social structure as well as urban environmental value. The preceding has caused cities failure in performing their
expected roles worst still  becoming a regional burden and national liabilities. This paper briefly discusses the ecological
concept of urban settlements and reviews the world historical urban evolution and growth. Also, given the above-mentioned
anomalies, the paper also raised conceptual principles of urban planning as well as administrative policies for its strategic
management.
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