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Abstract : Qualitative changes to the undergraduate education have recently become the focus of attention in Japan. This is
occurring against the backdrop of declining birthrate and increasing university enrollment, as well as drastic societal changes
of advance toward globalization and a knowledge-based society. This paper describes the cases of Japanese universities that
promoted various forms of experiential learning around the theme of social participation. The opportunity of learning through
practical experience, where students turn their attention to social problems and take pains to consider means of resolving
them, creates opportunities to demonstrate “human power” applicable to all sorts of activities the following graduation,
thereby guaranteeing students’ continuous growth throughout their careers.
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