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Abstract : The syntax of quantifiers has received much attention by linguists, philosophers and logicians within different
frameworks and in various languages. However, the syntax of Arabic quantifiers has received limited attention in the literature,
especially in relation to floating quantifiers. There have been a few discussions of floating quantifiers in Modern Standard
Arabic (henceforth, MSA), although the analysis and the properties of their counterparts in other Saudi dialects are rare.
Therefore, the aim of the paper is to provide a clear description of floating quantifiers (FQs) in Hijazi dialect (henceforth, HA)
by utilising the following approaches: the adverbial approach, and the derivational (stranding) analysis. For a long time,
Linguists have tried to explain the floating quantifiers’ phenomenon, as exemplified in the following sentences: 1. All the
friends have watched the movie. 2. The friends have all watched the movie. The adverbial approach assumes that the floating
quantifier is a type of adverb, because it occupies the adverbial position next to the verb. Thus, the subject in the first example
is all the friends and the subject in the second example is the friends with all becoming an adverb, as it is located in an
adverbial  position.  However,  in  stranding analysis,  it  is  argued that  the floating quantifier  becomes stranded when its
complement has moved to a higher position in the sentence [SPEC, TP]. Therefore, both sentences have the same subject all
the friends, although in second example the friends has moved to a higher position and has stranded the quantifier all. The
paper will investigate the floating quantifiers in HA using both approaches. The analysis will show that neither view is entirely
successful in providing a unified account for FQs in HA.
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