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Abstract : EU-SOLARIS will form a new legal entity to explore and implement improved rules and procedures for Research
Infrastructures  (RI)  for  Concentrated  Solar  Thermal  (CST)  and  solar  chemistry  technologies,  in  order  to  optimize  RI
development and R&D coordination. It is expected to be the first of its kind, where industrial needs and private funding will
play a significant role. The success of EU-SOLARIS initiative will be the establishment of a new governance body, aided by
sustainable financial models. EU-SOLARIS is expected to be an important tool, which will provide the most complete, high
quality  scientific  infrastructure portfolio  at  international  level  and to  facilitate  researchers'  access  to  highly  specialised
research infrastructure through a single access point. This will be accomplished by linking scientific communities, industry and
universities  involved in  the CST sector.  The access  to  be offered by EU-SOLARIS will  guarantee the direct  contact  of
experienced scientists with newcomers and interested students. The set of RIs participating in EU-SOLARIS will offer access to
state of the art infrastructures, high-quality services, and will enable users to conduct high quality research. Access to these
facilities will contribute to the enhancement of the European research area by: -Opening installations to European and non-
European scientists, coming from both academia and industry, thus improving co-operation. -Improving scientific critical mass
in domains where knowledge is now widely dispersed. -Generating strong Europe-wide R&D project consortia, increasing the
competitiveness of each member alone. EU-SOLARIS will be created in the framework of a European project, co-funded by the
7th Framework Programme of the European Union –whose initiative is to foster, contribute and promote the scientific and
technological development of the CST and solar chemistry technologies. Primary objective of EU-SOLARIS is to contribute to
the improvement of the state of the art of these technologies with the aim of preserving and reinforcing the European
leadership  in  this  field,  in  which  EU-SOLARIS is  expected  to  be  a  valuable  instrument.  EU-SOLARIS scope,  activities,
objectives, current status and vision will be given in the article. Moreover, the rules, processes and criteria regulating the
access to the research infrastructures included in EU-SOLARIS will be presented.
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