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Abstract : Anti-language reflects anti-society; it is a restricted spoken code used among a group of interlocutors because of
anti-society. This study aims to shed light on the sociolinguistic characteristics of anti-language used by prisoners in Jordan.
The  participants  included  were  15  male-Jordanian  prisoners  who  have  recently  been  released.  The  data  were  written,
transliterated, and analyzed on the basis of sociolinguistics and discourse analysis. This study draws on sociolinguistic theory
of language codes as the theoretical framework. The study concludes that anti-language is a male language and is used for
secrecy, as the prisoners' tendency to protect themselves from the police; it is a verbal competition, contest and display. In
addition, it is employed to express obnoxious ideas and acts by using more pleasant or blurred words and expressions. Also, the
anti-language used by prisoners has six linguistic characteristics in JSA (Jordanian Spoken Arabic), such as relexicalization,
neologism, rhyme formation, semantic change, derivation, and metaphorical expressions.
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