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Abstract : Tattoos on the body of Christian youths seemed interesting as the majority of Christian look at tattoo and tattooing
activity are prohibited. This research besides to understand the motivation behind why Christian youth in Surabaya and
Sidoarjo, Indonesia being tattooed also focus on the regard to what functions and meanings of the tattoos are. By using visual
discourse analysis, the tattoos had relation to the informants’ social lives dimension, such as the Christian symbol tattoos
expressed their spiritual life journey, a faith symbol to God, as personal symbols (identity), art expression, as well as fashion.
On the other hands, tattoos also became a hatred symbol to Jesus and the Christian faith, since the tattoo wearers who were a
former Christians felt disappointed to God as they thought God never help them to survive in their lives.
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