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Abstract : The purpose of this intervention was to describe how the marginalized people protect their rights and increase their
self-dignity and self-esteem among brothel-based sex workers in 6 cities which are the victim of trafficked who came from
different periphery areas Bangladesh. Eventually the sex workers are tortured by the pimp, clients, Msahi (so called guardian
of bonded sex workers), Babu (So called husband) highly discriminated, vulnerable and stigmatized due to their occupation,
movement, behavior and activities, which has got social disapproval. However, stigma, discrimination and violation of human
rights not only bar them to access legal services, education of their kids, health, movement of outside of brothel, deprived of
funeral after death, but also make them inaccessible due to their invisibility. Conducted an assessment among brothel-based
sex workers setup to know their knowledge on human rights and find out their harassment and violence in their community.
Inspired them to think about to be united and also assisted them to formation of self help group (SHG). Developed capacity of
the SHG and developed leadership of its members through different trainings like administrative, financial management, public
speaking and resource mobilization. Developed strategy to enhance the capacity of SHG so that they can collectively claim
their rights and develop strategic partnership and network with the relevant service provider’s for restoring all sorts of rights.
Conducted meeting with stakeholder including duty bearers, civil society organizations, media people and local government
initiatives. Developed Networking with human rights commission, local elite, religious leaders and form human right watch
committees at community level. Organized rally and observed national and international days along with government
counterparts. By utilizing the project resources the members of SHG became capable to raise their collective voices against
violence, discrimination and stigma as well as protected them from insecurity. The members of SHG have been participating in
social program/event the SHG got membership of district level NGO coordination meeting through invitation from Deputy
Commissioner, Civil Surgeon and Social welfare office of Government of Bangladesh. The Law Enforcement Agency is ensuring
safety and security and the education department of government enrolled their children in primary level education. The
Government provided land for grave yard after death for the Muslim sex workers and same for the other religious group. The
SHGs are registered with government respective authorities. The SHGs are working with support from different development
partners and implementing different projects sometime as consortium leaders. Opportunity created to take the vocational
training from the government reputed department. The harassment by the clients reduced remarkably, babu, Mashi and other
counterparts recognized the sex workers rights and ensure security with government counterpart access increased in legal,
health and education. Indications are that the brothel based sex workers understood about their rights and became capable of
ensuring their security through working under the self-help groups meaningfully.
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