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Abstract : Background and Objective: This study aims at investigating the effect of whole word method on Mean Length of
Utterance (MLU) of 3 to 6 years old children with cochlear implants having normal IQ. Materials and Methods: In this quasi-
experimental and interventional study, 20 children with cochlear implants, aged between 3and 6 years, and normal IQ were
selected from Tabriz cochlear implants center using convenience sampling. Afterward, they were randomly bifurcated. The first
group was educated by whole-word reading method along with traditional methods and the second group by traditional
methods. Both groups had three sessions of 45-minutes each, every week continuously for a period of 3 months. Pre-test and
post-test language abilities of both groups were assessed using the TOLD test. Results: Both groups before training have the
same age, IQ, and MLU, but after training the first group shows a considerable improvement in MLU in comparison with the
second group. Conclusions: Reading training by the whole word method have more effect on MLU of children with cochlear
implants in comparison of the traditional method.
Keywords : cochlear implants, reading training, traditional methods, language therapy, whole word method, Mean Length of
Utterance (MLU)
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