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Abstract : Language is a medium of communication and a means of expression that is why today the learning of foreign
languages especially the English language has become a basic necessity for every student who is ambitious. It is known that
culture and language are inseparable and complementary, however, in the process of teaching a foreign language, teachers
used to focus mainly on preparing adequate syllabi for ESP students, yet, some parameters should be considered. For instance;
the culture of the target language may play an important role since students attitudes towards a foreign language enhance
their learning or vice versa. The aim of this study is to analyse how culture could influence the teaching of a foreign language,
we have taken the example of the English language as it is considered as the second foreign language in Algeria after French.
The study is conducted at the Preparatory School of Sciences and Techniques, Tlemcen where twenty-five students participated
in this research. The reasons behind learning the English language are various, and since English is the most widely-spoken
language in the world, it is the language of research and education and it is used in many other fields, we have to take into
consideration one important factor which is the social distance between the culture of the Algerian learner and the culture of
the target language, this gap may lead to a culture shock. Two steps are followed in this research: The first one is to collect
data from those students who are studying at the Preparatory School under the form of questionnaire and an interview is
submitted to six of them in order to reinforce our research and get effective and precise results, and the second step is to
analyse these data taking into consideration the diversity of the learners within this institution. The results obtained show that
learners’ attitudes towards the English community and culture are mixed and it may influence their curiosity and attention to
learn. Despite of big variance between Algerian and European cultures, some of the students focused mainly on the benefits of
the English language since they need it in their studies, research and a future carrier, however, the others manifest their
reluctance towards this language and this is mainly due to the profound impact of the English culture which is different from
the Algerian one.
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