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Abstract : Accurate pronunciation is the first condition of communication. Compared with the alphabetic languages, Chinese is
more difficult for the foreigners to study as a second language, due to the tonal language with the meaningful characters as the
written system, especially speaking. This research first presents the statistics of the typical errors of the pronunciations, based
on the data of our two- year program of graduate students, which shown 90% of their speaking with strong foreign accents and
no obvious change of the pitches, even if they could speak Chinese fluently. Second part, analyzed the caused reasons in the
learning and teaching processes. Third part, this result of this research, based the theory of Chinese prosodic words, shown
that the earlier the students get trained on prosodics at the beginning and suprasegmentals at intermediate and advanced
levels, the better effects for them to communicate in Chinese as a second language.
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