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Abstract : Wine regions are based on equilibria between climate, soil, grape varieties, and farming expertise that define the
special character and quality of local vine farming and wine production. Changes in climate conditions may increase risk of
destabilizing this equilibrium. Adaptation decisions, including adjusting practices, processes and capitals in response to climate
change stresses - may reduce this risk. However, farmers’ adaptive behavior are subject to a wide range of factors and forces
such as links between climate change implications and production, farm - scale adaptive capacity and other external forces that
might hinder them to make efficient response to climate change challenges. This paper will aim to study climate change
adaptation practices and strategies of grape growers in a way of applying a complex and holistic approach involving theories,
methods and tools both from environmental and social sciences. It will introduce the field of adaptation studies as an evidence -
based discourse by presenting an overview of examples from wine regions where adaptation studies have already reached an
advanced stage. This will serve as a theoretical background for a preliminary research with the aim to examine the feasibility
and applicability of such a research approach in the Hungarian context.
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