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Abstract : The purpose of this study are to define the nature of oral sensory issues in children with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD), identify important components of the assessment and treatment of this issues specific to this population, and delineate
specific therapeutic techniques designed to improve assessment and treatment within therapeutic settings. Literature review
and case example is used to define the predominant nature of the oral sensory issues that are experienced by some children on
the autism spectrum. Characteristics of this complex disorder that can have an impact on feeding skill and behavior are also
identified. These factors are then integrated to create assessment and intervention techniques that can be used in conjunction
with traditional feeding approaches to facilitate improvements in eating as well as reducing oral apraxic component in this
unique population. The complex nature of ASD and its many influences on feeding skills and behavior create the need for
modification to both assessment and treatment approaches. Additional research is needed to create therapeutic protocols that
can be used by speech-language pathologists to effectively assess and treat feeding and oro motor apraxic difficulties that are
commonly encountered in children with ASD.
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