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Abstract : The land is a one of the major boosting factors of production for the agricultural country like Nepal where access to
land has been a major source of livelihood of tenants and small farmers. But there is an absence of secure land tenure
arrangement which drastically affect the overall production of farmers leading towards food insecurity. Sharecropping is
practiced in Nepal especially in tarai region from early period, but there is the gap in the academic study whether the
sharecropping has benefitted tenant farmers and make them food sufficient or not. This study attempts to find out the food
sufficiency among the tenant households. The research was carried in the three VDCs of Parsa district -Paterwa (Sugauli),
Jitpur and Nirchuta. A total of 111 households were determined as the sample size from each of the three VDCs was randomly
visited for interview in the study. The size of land rent-in was found to be very small and fragmented. At the same time, the
land tenure security was not found to be secured among the tenants. Due to lack of land tenure security, on one hand tenants
and small farmers were not found to be motivated to investment in agriculture as they need to share fifty percent of their
production with the land owners, and on other hand land owners were also not interested in investing as they have other
alternative sources of livelihood rather than agriculture. In conclusion, the study highpoint that the crop production and food
sufficiency level of the tenants’ farmers of the Parsa district are decreasing. Many tenants’ farmers are seeking alternative
opportunities for livelihood rather than sharecropping due to insecure land tenure, feudalistic practice, lack of storage for
agriculture production, lack of proper agro-market. The situation is such that, if no action is taken timely, there may be a
situation that we will have to depend on imports for all the food requirements. Thus, the study discloses that the sharecropping
could act as catalyst for ensuring food sufficiency for all, if proper land tenure police are promoted to tenants/small farmers
with legal titles to their land or promoted with sustainable agriculture methods.
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