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Abstract  :  Traditional  art  is  one  of  Nigerian  cultural  heritage.  It  is  an  excellent  instrument  for  documentation  and
identification.  Antiquities  are  priceless  and  irreplaceable.  They  are  basically  preserved  for  future  generations.  Sadly,
preserving these highly prized cultural heritage is becoming a serious challenge. This paper examines the extent modernization
has affected the preservation of traditional art in Nigeria. Particularly hit is the antiquities and traditional murals of eastern
part of Nigeria. Participatory visual methods were used for this study. Efforts were made to reach the few surviving and aged
mural artists. Oral information was collected from them as well as first hand drawings and some photographs of their works.
Findings indicate that modernization has seriously affected the preservation of Nigerian artistic heritage. Further findings
show that traditional mural artists are gradually dwindling and dangerously going into extinct. Antiquities are indiscriminately
destroyed due to sheer ignorance and the blind quest to fit into the so called modern world. &nbsp;
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