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Abstract : The study identified and evaluates the causes of building failure and examined the effects of building failure with
respect  to  cost  in  Lagos State,  Nigeria.  The method employed in  the collection of  data  includes the administration of
questionnaire to professionals in the construction industry and case studies for the sites. A purposive sampling technique was
used for selecting the sites visited, and selecting the construction professionals. Descriptive statistical techniques such as
frequency distribution and percentages and mean response analysis were used to analyze data. The study revealed that the
major causes of building failures were bad design, faulty construction, over loading, non-possession of approved drawings,
Possession of approved drawings but non-compliance, and the use of quarks. In the two case studies considered, the total
direct loss to the building owners was thirty eight million three hundred and eight five thousand, seven hundred and twenty
one naira (38,385,721) which is about One hundred and ninety four thousand, eighty hundred and fifty one dollars ($194,851)
at one hundred and ninety seven naira to one US dollars, central bank Nigeria of exchange rate as at 14th March, 2015.
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