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Abstract : Scapular fracture is not common in horses, due to the proper protection of scapular muscles. However, if it
happens, it can cause lameness in horses. Because of the overlapping of the scapula on the contralateral scapula and the
thorax,  usually  radiography  cannot  be  helpful  in  evaluation,  except  in  small  amount  of  its  ventral  part.  Although
ultrasonography is  mainly used for diagnosis  of  soft  tissue injuries,  it  also can be used for evaluation of  bone surface
abnormalities. This study was intended to document the normal ultrasonographic appearance of the equine scapula. Right
forelimb of six horses was used. To facilitate the image assessment, a zoning system was developed. Ultrasonography was
performed by using a 5-11 MHz linear array transducer. Ultrasonographic anatomy of scapula in different parts and planes was
imaged and documented, hoping to help practitioners to diagnose fractures and injuries. Results showed that ultrasonography
is capable to depict different parts of the scapula and regional muscles, and can be used for detecting fractures and other
abnormalities.
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