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Abstract : The present paper investigates the use of linking adverbials between native male speakers and female speakers in
their presentation. From previous studies, overuse of linking adverbials may be an indicator of the low proficiency level in
English. In this study, female speakers are found to use more linking adverbials in general. However, the overuse of linking
adverbials found in female speakers’ speeches does not imply female speakers’ lower English proficiency, but imply different
approaches that male and female speakers adopt in dealing with their presentation tasks. Female speakers are found to be
more interactional, leading to their more uses of interactive devices in the presenting process. On the other hand, male
speakers take different approaches in dealing with their tasks. Male speakers try to be authoritative and amicable at the same
time, resulting in the uses of both interactive devices and distancing devices in their speeches. The paper specifically presents
and compares the use of the linking adverbial items, actually and so, in male speakers’ and female speakers’ speeches.
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