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Abstract : In the last decade, Turkish higher education has been expanded dramatically. With this expansion, Turkey has come
a long way in establishing an efficient system of higher education which is moving into a ‘mass’ system with institutions
spanning the whole country. This expansion as a quantitative target leads to questioning the quality of higher education
services. Especially, the qualities of higher education services depend on mainly quality of educators. Qualities of educators are
most important in Turkish higher education system due to rapid rise in the number of universities and students. Therefore, it is
seen important that reveals the portrait of ideal university teacher from the point of view student enrolled in Turkish higher
education system. The purpose of this current study is to determine the portrait of ideal university teacher according to the
views of  Turkish Students.  This  research is  carried out  with  descriptive  scanning method and combined and mixed of
qualitative and quantitative methodologies. Research data of qualitative section were collected at Gaziantep University with
the participation of 45 students enrolled in 15 different faculties. Quantitative section was performed on 217 students. The data
were  obtained  through  semi-structured  interview  and  “Ideal  University  Teacher  Assessment”  form  developed  by  the
researcher. The interview form consists of basically two parts. The first part of the interview was about personal information,
the second part included questions about the characteristic of ideal university teacher. The questions which constitute the
second part of the interview are; "what is a good university teacher like?” and “What human qualities and professional skills
should a university teacher have? ". Assessment form which was created from the qualitative data obtained from interviews
was used to attain scaling values for pairwise comparison and ranking judgment. According to study results, it has been found
that ideal university teacher characteristics include the features like patient, tolerant, comprehensive and tolerant. Ideal
university teacher, besides, implement the teaching methods like encouraging the students’ critical thinking, accepting the
students’  recommendations on how to conduct the lesson and making use of  the new technologies etc.  Motivating and
respecting the students, adopting a participative style, adopting a sincere way of manner also constitute the ideal university
features relationships with students.
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