World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Environmental and Ecological Engineering
Vol:10, No:06, 2016

A Review of Energy in the Democratic Republic of Congo

Authors : Kanzumba Kusakana

Abstract : The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is currently experiencing a general energy crisis due to lack of proper
investment and management in the energy sector. 93, 6% of the country is highly dependent on wood fuels as main source of
energy having severe impacts such as deforestation and general degradation of the environment. On the other hand, the major
share of the electricity produced mainly from ill-conditioned hydro and thermal power stations is principally used to supply the
industrial sector as well as very few urban areas. Nevertheless, DRC possesses huge potential in renewable resources such as
hydropower, biomass, methane gas, solar geothermal and moderate wind potential that can be used for energy generation.
Recently the country has initiated projects to build decentralized micro hydropower station to supply remotes and isolated
areas; to rehabilitate its existent main hydropower plants and transmission lines as well as to extend its current generation
capacity by building new hydropower stations able to respond to a major part of the African continent energy needs. This paper
presents a comprehensive review of current energy resources as well as of the electricity situation in DRC. Recent energy
projects, the energy policy as well as the energy challenges in the DRC are also presented.
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