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Abstract : In 2005, the doctrine of Responsibility to Protect (R2P) was created by the UN Member States agreeing to not only
to have the primary responsibility to protect their civilians from genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and ethnic
cleansing, but also to be responsible towards those civilians whose State was found manifestly failing in that regard. This paper
will assess the doctrine of R2P and will argue that R2P too, just like humanitarian intervention, suffers from a lack of legal
basis and political will to implement it. Or better said, it is being selectively used by the hegemon’s power to achieve its
political will. In doing so, the origin and development shall be explained. Furthermore, it will be submitted that R2P has failed
to achieve its purpose due to the unresolved Security Council’s deadlock. Lastly, the concept of legal morality entailed in R2P
and its use in real life cases since 2005 will be examined.
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