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Abstract : Aim: The purpose of this study was to describe nurses’ potential use of power levels to influence the standardization
of nursing terminology (SNT) in electronic health records. Also, to examine the relationship between nurses’ use of power
levels and variables such as position, communication and the potential goal of achieving SNT in electronic health records.
Background: In an era of evidence-based nursing care, with an emphasis on nursing’s ability to measure the care rendered and
improve outcomes of care, little is known about the nurse’s potential use of their power to SNT in electronic health records and
lack of use of an SNT in electronic health records. Method: This descriptive, correlational, and cross-sectional study was
conducted using survey methodology to assess the nurse’s use of power to influence the SNT in electronic health records. The
Theory of Group Power within Organizations (TGPO) provided the conceptual framework for this study. A total of (n=232)
nurses responded to the survey, posted on three nursing organizations’ websites. Results revealed the mean Cronbach’s alpha
of the subscales was .94, suggesting high internal consistency. The mean power capability score was moderately high, at
134.22 (SD = 18.49). Power Capacity was significantly correlated with Power Capability (r = .96, p < .001). Power Capacity
subscales were significantly correlated with Power Capacity and Power Capability. Conclusion: The mean Cronbach’s alpha of
the subscales was .94 suggestive of reliability of the instrument. Nurses could potentially use power to achieve their goals,
such as the implementation of SNT in electronic health records.
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