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Abstract : This study was conducted at Hawassa University (HwU) in the Southern Nation Nationalities Peoples Regional
State (SNNPRS) of Ethiopia. The prime concern of this study was to examine the writing performances of experimental and
control group students, perception of experimental group students, and subject instructors. The course was blended learning
(BL). Blended learning is a hybrid of classroom and on-line learning. Participants were eighty students from the School of
Computer Science. Forty students attended the BL delivery involved using Face-to-Face (FTF) and campus-based online
instruction. All instructors, fifty, of School of Language and Communication Studies along with 10 FGD members participated
in the study. The experimental group went to the computer lab two times a week for four months, March-June, 2012, using the
local area network (LAN), and software (MOODLE) writing program. On the other hand, the control group, forty students, took
the FTF writing course five times a week for four months in similar academic calendar. The three instruments, the attitude
questionnaire, tests and FGD were designed to identify views of students, instructors, and FGD participants on BL. At the end
of  the  study,  students’  final  course  scores  were  evaluated.  Data  were  analyzed  using  independent  samples  t-tests.  A
statistically, significant difference was found between the FTF and BL (p<0.05). The analysis showed that the BL group was
more successful than the conventional group. Besides, both instructors and students had positive attitude towards BL. The final
section of the thesis showed the potential benefits and challenges, considering the pedagogical implications for the BL, and
recommended possible avenues for further works.
Keywords : blended learning, computer attitudes, computer usefulness, computer liking, computer confidence, computer
phobia
Conference Title : ICEIT 2014 : International Conference on Education and Information Technology
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : June 26-27, 2014

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Computer and Information Engineering

Vol:8, No:06, 2014

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 C
om

pu
te

r a
nd

 In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

En
gi

ne
er

in
g 

Vo
l:8

, N
o:

06
, 2

01
4 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/4
83

2.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 8(06) 2014 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/4832.pdf

