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Abstract : Stroop task is considered to be an important measure of selective attention. However, the color – word Stroop task
cannot be administered to the illiterate population. Some of the participants in the present study are illiterate, therefore, object
– color Stroop task was used among male juvenile delinquents of India and Bangladesh citizenship (IC & BC), housed in
delinquent home in India. The purpose of the study is to test the hypothesis that over - selective attention is present among
juvenile delinquents across both the countries. Eighty juvenile delinquents and matched control of 12 – 18 years (50 IC juvenile
delinquents, 30 BC juvenile delinquents and 50 Indian control) were shown 24 familiar objects in both typical (e.g. a red apple)
and atypical (e.g. a blue apple) color. Repeated – measure factorial ANOVA was used and it was found that all the three groups
have taken longer response time in the atypical condition compared to the typical condition. However, contrary to the over -
selective attention hypothesis, both groups of juvenile delinquents displayed higher Stroop interference in comparison to the
matched control group. The findings of the study can be explained on the basis of anxiety score. IC and BC juvenile delinquents
have  high  anxiety  score  compared  to  the  control  group  which  indicates  that  increased  anxiety  is  correlated  with  the
interference  produced  by  the  atypical  color  object  stimuli  when  compared  with  the  typical  object  stimuli.  Funding
acknowledgement: Authors acknowledge Department of Science and Technology, Government of India for financial support to
the first author of the paper vide Reference no. SR/CSRI/PDF -01/2013 under Cognitive Science Research Initiative (CSRI) to
carry out this work.
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