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Abstract : The paper presents the results of research in which we were looking for common characteristics of the family
environment of students alternative and innovative education systems. Topicality comes from the fact that nowadays in the
Czech Republic there are several civic and parental initiatives held with the aim to establish schools for their children. The goal
of our research was to reveal key aspects of these families and to identify their common indicators. Among other things, we
were interested what reasons lead parents to decide to enroll their child into different education than standard (common). The
survey was qualitative and there were eighteen respondents of parents of alternative schools&acute; pupils. The reason to
implement qualitative design was the opportunity to gain deeper insight into the essence of phenomena and to obtain detailed
information, which would become the basis for subsequent quantitative research. There have been semi structured interviews
done with the respondents which had been recorded and transcribed. By an analysis of gained data (categorization and by
coding), we found out that common indicator of our respondents is higher education and higher economic level. This issue
should be at the forefront of the researches because there is lack of analysis which would provide a comparison of common and
alternative schools in the Czech Republic especially with regard to quality of  education.  Based on results,  we consider
questions whether approaches of these parents towards standard education come from their own experience or from the lack
of knowledge of current goals and objectives of education policy of the Czech Republic.
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