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Abstract : The idea of nuclear terrorism is as old as nuclear weapons but the global concerns of likelihood of nuclear terrorism
are uncertain. Post 9/11 trends manifest that terrorists are believers of massive causalities. Innovation in terrorist’s tactics,
sophisticated weaponry, vulnerability, theft and smuggling of nuclear/radiological material, connections between terrorists,
black market and rough regimes are signaling seriousness of upcoming challenges as well as global trends of “terror-
transnationalism.” Furthermore, the International-Atomic-Energy-Agency’s database recorded 2734 incidents regarding
misuse, unauthorized possession, trafficking of nuclear material etc. Since, this data also includes incidents from south Asia,
so, there is every possibility to claim that such illicit activities may increase in future, mainly due to expansion of nuclear
industry in South Asia. Moreover, due to such mishaps the region is vulnerable to threats of nuclear terrorism. This is also a
reason that the region is in limelight along with issues such as rapidly growing nuclear arsenals, nuclear safety and security,
terrorism and political instability. With this backdrop, this study is aimed to investigate the prevailing threats and challenges in
South Asia vis a vis nuclear safety and security. A comparative analysis of the overall capabilities would be done to identify the
areas of cooperation to eliminate the probability of nuclear/radiological terrorism in the region.
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