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Abstract : Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) are neurodevelopmental disorders emerging in early development characterized
by impairment in social communication skills and a restricted, repetitive and stereotyped patterns of behavior and interests.
Early identification and interventions potentially improve development and quality of life of children with ASD. Symptoms of
ASD are apparent through the second year of life, yet diagnostic age are still around 4 years of age. This study explored
whether symptoms associated with ASD are possible to identify in typical Norwegian day-care centers in the second year of
life. Results of this study clearly indicates that most described symptoms also are identifiable by day-care staff, and that a short
observation list of 5 symptoms clearly identify children with ASD from a sample of normal developing peers.
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