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Abstract : Nigeria has the fifth highest Total Fertility Rate in Sub-Saharan Africa at 5.5 children born to a woman. Some
demographic research has found that there is an association between region of residence and fertility in Nigeria, with the
Northern regions pertaining to high fertility and the Southern regions pertaining to low fertility levels. Even so, little attention
has been given to understanding the effect of region of residence on fertility. Instead, a significant amount of research has
been conducted on exploring the proximate determinants of fertility in Nigeria. The objective of this study was to test whether
there is an association between region of residence and fertility in Nigeria. Using a sample size of 38 948 women aged 15-49
derived from the 2013 NDHS and the Poisson regression model for analysis, the study has found that region of residence has a
significant effect on fertility. Moreover, the ANOVA test has shown that there is a socioeconomic disparity by region of
residence in Nigeria. The Northern regions of Nigeria have shown to have higher levels of fertility as compared to the Southern
regions. Therefore, while proximate determinants of fertility and socio-demographic characteristics of women are important,
region of residence remains one of the fundamental determinants of fertility. Given these findings, it is recommended that
government should not exhaust its resources or focus its fertility reduction policies and programmes at entire populations but
target specific regions where fertility is most prevalent.
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