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Abstract : Earthquakes are the natural disasters that threat several countries. Turkey is situated on a very active earthquake
zone. During the recent earthquakes, thousands of people died due to failure of reinforced concrete structures. Although
Turkey has a very sufficient earthquake code, the design and construction mistakes were repeated for old structures. Lack of
the control mechanism during the construction process may be the most important reason of failure. The quality of the
concrete and poor detailing of steel or reinforcement is the most important headings. In this paper, the reasons of failure of
reinforced concrete structures were summarized with relevant photos. The paper is beneficial for civil engineers as well as
architect who are in the process of construction and design of structures in earthquake zones.
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