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Abstract : This work casts light on what lies underneath the rule of law. In order to do so it unfolds the arguments in three
main  steps.  The  first  one  is  a  pars  destruens:  the  mainstreaming  scholarship  on  judicial  independence  and  judicial
accountability is questioned under the large amount of data we have at our disposal (this step is accomplished in the first two
paragraphs). The second step is the reframe of the concept of the rule of law and the consequent rise of a hidden dimension,
which has been so far largely underexplored: responsiveness. The third step consists into offering the readers empirical
support  and  drawing  thereby  consequences  in  terms  of  policy  design  and  citizens  engagement  into  the  rule  of  law
implementation (these two steps are accomplished in the third paragraph).
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