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Abstract : History is a record of a people’s past based on a critical examination of documents and other facts. The essentials of
this historical method are not beyond the grasp of even young children. Concrete examples, such as the story of the Rosetta
stone, which enabled Champollion to establish the first principles of the deciphering of Egyptian hieroglyphics, vividly illustrate
the fundamental processes involved. This search for the facts can be used to illustrate one side of the search for historic truth.
The other side is the truth of historic interpretation. The facts cannot be changed, but the interpretation of them can and does
change.
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