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Abstract : Teaching students to use a variety of reading methods in developing reading is essential for Thai university
students. However, there haven’t been a lot of studies concerned about developing reading methods that are used by Thai
students in the industrial education field. Therefore, this study was carried out not only to investigate the developing reading
methods of Industrial Education students at King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang, but also to determine if the
developing reading strategies differ among the students’ reading abilities and differ gender: male and female. The research
instrument  used  in  collecting  the  data  consisted  of  fourteen  statements  which  include  either  metacognitive  strategies,
cognitive strategies or social / affective strategies. Results of this study revealed that students could develop their reading
methods in moderate level (mean=3.13). Furthermore, high reading ability students had different levels of using reading
methods to develop their reading from those of mid reading ability students. In addition, high reading ability students could use
either metacognitive reading methods or cognitive reading methods to develop their reading much better than mid reading
ability students. Interestingly, male students could develop their reading methods in great levels while female students could
develop their reading methods only in moderate level. Last but not least, male students could use either metacognitive reading
methods or cognitive reading methods to develop their reading much better than female students. Thus, the results of this
study could indicate that most students need to apply much more reading strategies to develop their reading. At the same time,
suggestions on how to motivate and train their students to apply much more appropriate effective reading strategies to better
comprehend their reading were also provided.
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