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Abstract : The most important elements of a novel are the characters, events and background. The background represents the
time, place and situation that character appears, and conveys event and atmosphere more realistically. If readers have the
proper knowledge about background of novels, it may be helpful for understanding the atmosphere of a novel and choosing a
novel that readers want to read. In this paper, we are targeting Korean historical novels because spatio-temporal background
especially performs an important role in historical novels among the genre of Korean novels. To the best of our knowledge, we
could not find previous study that was aimed at Korean novels. In this paper, we build a Korean historical national dictionary.
Our dictionary has historical places and temple names of kings over many generations as well as currently existing spatial
words or temporal words in Korean history. We also present a method for recognizing spatio-temporal background based on
patterns of phrasal words in Korean sentences. Our rules utilize postposition for spatial background recognition and temple
names for temporal background recognition. The knowledge of the recognized background can help readers to understand the
flow of events and atmosphere, and can use to visualize the elements of novels.
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