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Abstract : Sanitation is concerned with proper disposal of human excreta, waste water and promotion of hygiene. Lack of
sanitation impacts our environment affecting our finance, schooling, health, and thus exacerbating poverty, discrimination and
exclusion of the marginalized group. Sanitation can be a route and one of the most important factor to reach the goals of all
Millennium Development goals. This study aims at exploring what are the rights to sanitation of the people, how it is enacted
and what challenges are being faced while implementing the right to sanitation in South-Asian countries (India, Nepal,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Srilanka) at government, non-government and international level. This study also aims at finding how
right sanitation is interlinked with children rights. The available reports submitted by government and civil society
organizations working in South-Asian countries from the website of the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights that
were submitted under International covenant on economic, social and cultural rights and Convention on rights of the child have
been selected and analyzed. The study uses Literature review to analyze these UN documents submitted from 2000 to 2015 in
the context of South-Asian countries. Preliminary insight reveals that sanitation is recognized as one of the important factor to
attain adequate standard of living. It has been found that inadequate sanitation has been a major factor that affects all aspects
of life and one of its devastating impacts is increased child mortality. Many efforts have been made at national and
international level in South-Asian countries to improve the state of sanitation and sanitation services. Various approaches such
as Community led Total Sanitation, School led Total Sanitation, establishing Open Defecation free zone, water supply services
and other sanitation and hygiene awareness programs are being launched. Despite different efforts and programs being
implemented, sanitation and hygiene practices and behavior change remains to be a big challenge. Disparity in access and
imbalance between urban and rural services and geographical regions, inadequate financing, clear policy framework and
fragile functionality are some of the significant challenges faced while implementing these programs. Children are one of the
most vulnerable group that are affected to a large extent. The study brings into light varied approaches that are being made
and challenges that are being faced by government, non-government and civil society organizations while implementing the
programs and strategies related to sanitation. It also highlights the relation of sanitation as a human right with child rights.
This can help the stakeholders and policymakers better understand that improving sanitation situation is a process that
requires learning, planning and behavior change and achieving sanitation coverage targets and motivating behavior change
requires additional tools based on participation, non-discrimination and process approaches for planning and feedback.
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