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Abstract : Participation of a lawyer in any criminal proceedings on behalf of an accused person or a victim is essential to a fair
trial. Legal representation is particularly crucial in proceedings before international tribunals, especially in the International
Criminal Court. The paper thus focuses on the importance of the legal representation of victims and defendants before the ICC,
as well as on the role of the legal representative in the proceedings before the court and the principle of freedom of choice of
legal representatives. Also, the paper presents a short overview of the significance of legal representatives for victims and the
necessity to protect their primary role in the ICC system, and ensure that it is coherent and respectful of victims’ rights. Victim
participation is an important part of the ICC Statute and it is designed to help ensure that those most affected by the crimes
are able to engage with the Court. Proper and quality legal representation ensures meaningful participation of victims at
stages of the proceedings before ICC. Finally, the paper acknowledges the role of legal representatives during the pre-trial,
trial  and  post-trial  phase,  the  different  modalities  in  selecting  the  legal  representatives  as  well  as  balancing  victims’
participation with the right of the accused to a fair trial.
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