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Abstract : Focusing on the role of official language in immigrant integration, this paper will first report the results of a
literature review and demonstrate that there is no doubt on the necessity of adequate language skills for newcomers to
successfully settle, adapt, and integrate socially, culturally and economically in Canada. This paper attempts to synthesize the
literature in order to shed light on the language policy terrain which is not easy to navigate. Then, by outlining what is
currently available in the language policy environment, it will ask if the current state of language training in Canada is
adequate to assist newcomers in their language acquisition process. At a deeper level, it aims to continue to raise questions in
this policy area. Are current policy responses likely to improve linguistic capabilities in the future, particularly for immigrant
workers with poor language proficiency? This paper is timely given the magnitude of the language issue and the value of
immigrants for Canada’s economic, social, and political vitality.
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