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Abstract : Emerging adulthood is a developmental period and the formation of identity is crucial task of emerging adults in
this period. In this frame, the main aim of the study was to compare college students and full-time workers on emerging
adulthood dimensions and identity statuses in relation to some demographic variables in Turkey. The participants of the study
were university students studying in Ankara and the employees working full-time in Ankara and Bursa. The mean age of the
sample was 20.84 (sd=1.84), ranging from 18 to 25. The measurement instruments of the study were Inventory of Dimensions
of Emerging Adulthood and Extended Objective Measure of Ego Identity Status (EOMEIS-II). The participants’ data (N=313)
were analyzed to test the research questions and hypotheses of the study. A series of MANOVA were performed to test the
group differences for some demographic characteristics (such as: employee/student, male/female, living with family/living
apart from family) on scores of emerging adulthood dimensions and identity status. The results of the MANOVAs indicated that
students, females and participants who live apart from their families had higher scores on emerging adulthood dimensions. The
results of the identity status scores differences depending on the demographic characteristic pointed out that there were a
significant group differences for identity foreclosure identity scores between employees and students. Employees’ foreclosure
identity scores were higher than students. Furthermore, the identity scores were differed significantly according to gender of
the participants. Male participants had higher scores in moratorium and foreclosure identity and female participants have
higher achievement identity scores than males. Also, the participants who live with their family scored higher in foreclosure
identity and the participants who live apart from their family scored higher in identity achievement status.
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